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Response to Amendment 

1. The amendment filed on 10/22/07 has been entered. Claims 1-7 and 16-19 remain 
pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-7 and 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Acres (US 6,319,125 Bl) in view of Walker et al (US 6,1 10,041 Al). 

As per claims 1, 6 and 16, Acres discloses a gaming network comprising: a gaming 
device including a base game and a secondary bonus feature, the secondary bonus feature 
playable by players identified to the gaming device (se abs.); player tracking hardware structured 
to identify a player of the gaming device; a player tracking system structured to store data about 
gameplay of the player of the gaming device (card reader to identify and track the players); and a 
player processing system structured to record a present state of the secondary bonus feature (col. 

4. lines 21-32), wherein the present state of the secondary bonus feature can be recalled from 
stored data during a subsequent gaming session, the secondary bonus feature including a series 
of trigger events in which the secondary bonus feature advances to a non-initial state upon the 
occurrence of a trigger event (col. 4, lines 45-63; welcome back bonuses are sent to the DACOM 
host and recorded, when the user inserts their card at a subsequent session in a different gaming 
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device, the present state of the welcome back bonus can be recalled from the DACOM host and 
the points required for each welcome back bonus can be cumulatively earned over successive 
visits providing a plurality on non-initial states). Acres does not explicitly disclose that the 
gaming device acquires an award randomly selected from a group of possible awards but Walker 
discloses at a non-initial state a player identified to the gaming device acquires an award 
randomly selected from a group of possible awards, and at the end of the secondary bonus 
feature the player is rewarded based on the number or types of awards acquired (the gaming 
device can record session information of the bonus game played on the gaming device and send 
the data to the central server which can transmit preferences to tailor the game to the player (e.g. 
based upon the skill of the player or amount of money spent) and the system can modify the 
award or award payouts according to a player's preferences, also calculates and stores any 
complimentary awards due the player). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to utilize an award selected from a group of possible awards as claimed by Walker 
into the system of Acres because it would provide players with the options of selecting an award 
from a plurality in order to keep their interest in the game. 

As per claims 2-4, Acres discloses a gaming network wherein the award is capable of 
having an initial state and one or more non-initial states; wherein the game is structured to 
configure a state of the award to one of the non-initial states; and wherein the game is structured 
to configure a state of the award for the player to one of the non-initial states in a present gaming 
session if the award was in one of the non-initial states in a previous gaming session of the player 
as claimed (see figs. 1-6). 
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As per claims 5, 17 and 18, Acres discloses a gaming network further comprising a 
message controller resident on the gaming device and a messaging center in the player 
processing system (see figs. 36-40). 

As per claim 7, the gaming network as taught by Acres is capable of communicating 
using XML messaging as claimed. 

As per claim 19, Acres discloses a gaming network wherein the gaming device is 
structured to communicate to the player tracking system over a first communication network, and 
wherein the gaming device is structured to communicate to the player server over a second 
communication network (see fig. 7). 

Response to Arguments 
4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7 and 16-19 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to RONALD LANEAU 
at telephone number (571)272-6784. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 
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